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BELGIAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY OF THE LIVER (BASL) /
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- A01 –

 

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 
6

106 6

6 6

Results : 

Conclusions : At high cell doses (250 x 106 cells), 2 patients with initial severe coagulation disturbances experienced 

6

 

- A02 –

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : The study started on 1 April 2019 in several prisons for both prisoners in pre-trial detention and long-term 



® test and hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) using the HBsAg 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- A03 -

Introduction : 

(organogenesis) proceeds sinusoidal remodelling (angiogenesis) causing a transient perturbation of the lobular 

correlates with the extent of hepatectomy (and portal hyperperfusion), an extended hepatic resection triggers a vast 

lobular temporospatial disorganization, resulting from a tremendous parenchymal cell proliferation and a slow sinusoidal 

at the origin of a compensatory constriction of the hepatic artery (hepatic arterial buffer response), desarterialisation of 

Aim : Recently, based on a rat model of associating liver partition and portal vein ligation for staged hepatectomy 

architecture with a favorable impact on survival, suggesting an improved functional organization of the regenerating 

Methods : 

Results : 

 



Conclusions : 

proliferation), our data support that a surge of hypoxia during the early phase of liver regeneration triggers early sinusoidal 

 

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- A05 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 



Conclusions : 

 

- A06 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

Introduction : 

Aim : 



Methods : 

Results : 

fucosylated triantennary glycan (NA3Fb), known to be related to acute phase response, and decrease of undergalactosylated 

When restricting the analyses to the 63 patients with a suspicion of severe AH (age, bilirubin, INR, and creatinine (ABIC) 

Conclusions : 

 

- A08 -

Introduction : 

Aim : The aims of this study were to evaluate 5-year survival rates and to identify predictive factors for long-term 

Methods : We studied patients from 2 centres who were admitted for hepatic decompensation (ascites, hepatic 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- A09 -

Introduction : 



Aim : 

Methods : 

(CK18-M65)), and intestinal fatty acid binding protein (iFABP) were assessed by ELISA, intestinal gene expression by 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

- A10 -

Introduction : It is well established that alteration of the gut microbiota composition can disturb many aspects of host 

Aim : The aim of the study was to demonstrate the causal role of the gut microbiota in the development of liver and brain 

Methods : 

Results : 

recipient mice, elevated ethanol concentration in the portal vein and decreased plasma levels of a ketone body, the 

b-hydroxybutyrate (BHB), which was consistent with a reduced expression of the liver enzyme Hmgcs2, the main 

Conclusions : 

of the gut microbiota composition, through nutritional approaches, might be helpful in the management of alcohol-

 

- A11 -



Introduction : A substantial body of literature supports that a low muscle mass, low strength or a higher muscle fatty 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- A12 -



Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- A13 -

Introduction : An accurate prediction of Hepatocellular Carcinoma (HCC) development in Chronic Hepatitis B (CHB) 

Aim : 

and without HCC development during long-term follow-up and investigated their potential to predict future HCC 

Methods : 



Results : 

Conclusions : Pre-antiviral treatment liver biopsies of chronic hepatitis B and C patients show a genetic imprint for 

 

Introduction : Cardiovascular disease is the most important cause of morbidity and mortality in non-alcoholic fatty liver 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

visceral adipose tissue were strong predictors, underlining the importance of insulin resistance and central obesity in the 

 



- A15 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- A16 -

Introduction : Bariatric surgery (BS) is an effective therapeutic option for severe obesity, yet recent studies have 

indicated that patients with prior BS, mainly Roux-en-Y gastric bypass, are at increased risk for developing alcohol use 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 



Introduction : 

Aim : We retrospectively studied the feasibility of enteroscopy-assisted ERCP to evaluate and treat biliary complications 

Methods : Between 2016 and 2019 all enteroscopy-assisted ERCP procedures in liver transplant patients were analysed 

Results : 

extraction, bile duct biopsy and direct cholangioscopy in 1 to 6 ERCP procedures per patient with a median number of 

measured by the evolution of biliary liver function tests before the start of the ERCP procedure, 1 day after and 30 days 

Conclusions : Endoscopic evaluation of the bile duct system is feasible and safe using enteroscopy-assisted ERCP in 

 

- A18 -

Introduction : Obesity, diabetes and associated non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH) are characterized by adipose tissue 

Aim : 

Methods : 



Results : 

with downregulation of pathways involved in immune system activation in KCs and macrophages, downregulation of 

Conclusions : 

 

- A19 -

Introduction : 

and de novo lipogenesis while clearance of hepatic FFA is through mitochondrial beta-oxidation, the dominant oxidative 

Aim : We explored whether adipose tissue insulin resistance (adipo-IR, which measures the impaired suppression of 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- A20 -



Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- A21 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

adipose tissue lipolysis, preserved de novo lipogenesis and at later timepoints downregulation of fatty acid export and 



 

- A22 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- A23 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 



Methods : 

® with continued attenuation parameter 

used as a 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 



- A25 -

Introduction : 

Aim : To evaluate the impact of administration of LOLA, an ammonia lowering treatment, on muscle during NASH 

Methods : 

blood ammonia concentration, and performed micro-computed tomography (micro-CT) to monitor changes in body 

Results : 

² ;

Conclusions : 

 

- A26 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 



previously described indices was analysed using a binary regression model, ROC analysis was performed on the saved 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

 

Introduction : In patients with acute intermittent porphyria (AIP) and intractable neurovisceral symptoms, liver 

transplantation is considered a curative treatment, owing to the correction of the underlying porphobilinogen-deaminase 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

transplantation for debilitating recurrent attacks of abdominal pain, despite repetitive hemin infusions and even 

to earlier work, no episodes of arterial thrombosis occurred, presumably owing to the systematic thromboprophylaxis 

urinary screening for porphobilinogen became negative and resolution of psychiatric symptoms and opioid abuse was 

Conclusions : Besides the curative effect of liver transplantation on AIP-related visceral symptoms, our data suggest that 

liver transplantation also seems to have a curative effect on porphyrin-related neuropsychiatric symptoms and associated 

 

- A28 -



Introduction : 

Aim : Hence, the long-term outcome of Caucasian patients in Western Europe with hepatitis B e antigen (HBeAg)-

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- A29 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

peptidoglycan recognition proteins (PGRPs), respectively) and liver cell damage (cytokeratin18 (CK18-M65)) were 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- A30 -



Introduction : Non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH) is a multisystem condition, involving the liver, adipose tissue, and 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

was accompanied by an increase of Treg cells in the SAT and a general decrease in Th1 cells, while it did not correct the 

 

- A31 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 



 

- A32 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

This could be explained by a defective transformation of primary to secondary BA by the gut microbiota or by reduced 

Conclusions : 

microbiota, results in reduction of TGR5 ligands in the portal blood that could contribute to NASH pathogenesis in this 

 

- A33 -

Introduction : 



Aim : In order to use SIA in high-throughput screening of HCC drugs, methods for fast and in depth data analysis are 

Methods : 

contrast microscopy images were recorded at different time points to evaluate the invasive process of control and treated 

Results : 

spheroid outlines, area overlaps, montages and a derived invasion index), it allows to robustly demonstrate the effects 

Conclusions : 

 

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- A35 -



Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

colonized with stools from four human obese patients (hum-ob) selected for different gut microbiota composition, 

Results : We demonstrated a different response to inulin supplementation in the four groups of mice inoculated with 

increased cecal content – signing gut fermentation - observed in all humanized mice, the regulation of the gut microbiota 

and triglycerides (Barnesiella, Bilophila, Butyricimonas…) whereas some others ones are negatively associated with 

Conclusions : Our work using a model of gut microbiota transfer from patients into mice highlighted the differential 

 

- A36 -

Introduction : 

Aim : To discover the impact of C60 fullerene on HCC development on rat model and the possible mechanisms of 

Methods : 

visually (according to 13-point scale), by histological (HE staining) and biochemical (liver and plasma blood markers) 

effects on cell proliferation (MTT-test), pan-cytokeratin, vimentin and p53 expression (immunohistochemistry), redox 



Results : C60FAS partially prevented tumor development (0-2 small tumor nodes per animal in liver compared to 

alkaline phosphatase (ALP) and gamma-glutamyl transferase (GGT) and tended down alanine- (ALT) and aspartate-

the pancreas we observed no atypical cells in pancreas at the 22nd and 53rd week in C60FAS group, but well-developed 

realize its protective effects through antioxidant activity, as evidenced by normalization of elevated malonic dialdehyde 

Conclusions : 

 

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 



 - A38 -

Introduction : The gut microbiota regulates many important functions including metabolism, immunity and brain 

microbiota composition, which are correlated with psychological symptoms suggesting the involvement of the gut-liver-

Aim : 

Methods : 

measurements (depression, anxiety, sociability) and dietary anamnesis were performed at the beginning and the end of 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- A39 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

underwent a non-invasive liver assessment by FibroScan

Results : In total 28 of the 1,000 analysed patients were excluded due to other reported liver disease and aged 35 or 



Conclusions : 

 



BELGIAN NETWORK ON GASTROINTESTINAL REGULATORY MECHANISMS (GIREM)

- B01 -

Introduction : Recent fundamental and clinical research suggests that the gut and its enteric nervous system (ENS) play 

Aim : To assess the transcriptional response to amyloid exposure in the ENS and to investigate whether host- and 

Methods : Myenteric neuronal networks of the colon of WT Black6 mice were isolated and exposed to bacterial-derived 

Results : 

exposure to Curli (as compared to control medium) induced a transcriptomic signature that points to activation rather 

a similar upregulation in primary myenteric cultures, and also resulted in upregulation of the Nlrp3 gene, a critical factor 

Conclusions : We have shown that enteric neurons respond differently to host-derived and bacterial amyloids, but that 

 

- B02 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

difference in both strains to further unravel the complex interplay between sex and anxiety in the onset of visceral 

Methods : 



Results : 

Conclusions : Our results highlight that the genetic background and the sensibility to disorders such as anxiety, modify 

 

- B03 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

L-phenylalanine (100 mM), as a model sugar, short chain fatty acid, and amino acid respectively, were perfused onto 

size, and neurochemistry using post-hoc immunolabeling of calbindin and neuronal nitric oxide synthase (nNOS) in the 

Results : 

of calbindin and neuronal nitric oxide synthase (nNOS)-immunoreactive myenteric neurons that responded differed 

after severing the connections between the myenteric plexus and mucosa, demonstrating that the luminal signal is 

Conclusions : 

suggesting that the ENS is able to discriminate between different compositions of luminal content such that it can respond 

 



Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : Rats that received a TNBS enema showed signs of a mild colitis at day 3 of the experiment, as demonstrated 

Conclusions : 

 

- B05 -

Introduction : 

Aim : We aimed to study duodenal bile salt concentrations and pH in relation to duodenal mucosal changes, gastric 

Methods : 

in fed state (Fortimel®, 300 

(mixed) models were constructed with pH and bile salt concentrations (total, primary and secondary) as dependent and 



and symptoms was assessed before and after adding mucosal dextran-passage and eosinophils in the model to test for 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- B06 -

Introduction : Intraperitoneal adhesions following surgery or peritonitis are responsible for a wide range of complications, 

Aim : To modulate intraperitoneal adhesiogenesis by administering the serine protease inhibitors nafamostat mesylate 

Methods : Intraperitoneal adhesions were induced in OF1 mice (Charles River, France) by caecal ligation and puncture 

Results : 



Conclusions : 

 

Introduction : Patients undergoing open abdominal surgery often suffer from a transient episode of intestinal dysmotility 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Interestingly, IM induced the production of the monocyte chemoattractant CCL2 by EGC, suggesting crosstalk between 

Conclusions : 

essential tissue repair capability essential in restoring intestinal homeostasis and supporting neuromuscular function after 

 

- B08 -



Introduction : 

In addition, since obesity affects Paneth cell function and TAS2R expression we wanted to investigate whether these 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- B09 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

®, 300 



Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- B10 -

Introduction : Primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC) is a rare, idiopathic disease characterised by sclerosing of the bile 

Aim : Characterise the dynamics of hepatic and intestinal innate immune cell populations in a mouse model for cholestasis 

Methods : 

Results : 

macrophages in both the colon and the liver, an increase in CX3CR1lo macrophages in the colon and a depletion of KCs 

Conclusions : 

 

- B11 -

Introduction : Irritable bowel syndrome (IBS), characterized by abdominal pain related to the stool pattern in the 



Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- B12 -

 

Introduction : The intestinal mucosal barrier consists of a thick mucus layer, a single epithelial cell layer and the lamina 

Aim : This study aimed to explore and identify potential upstream regulators and downstream effectors of epithelial 

Methods : 

Results : 



Conclusions : 

 

- B13 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : In this large cohort study, postinfectious onset of symptoms of functional dyspepsia is a risk factor for 

 

Introduction : There is a huge unmet need for non-invasive biomarkers for a better diagnosis and a more personalised 

Aim : 

Methods : Breath and background samples of 9 IBS patients and 9 matched healthy controls were collected and analysed 

were then used as independent variables in a lasso regression analysis followed by leave-one-out cross-validation, to 

Results : 



Conclusions : 

 

- B15 -

Introduction : The NICE traditional diet for irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) patients and the low fermentable oligo-, di-, 

Aim : Therefore, we aimed to investigate psychological, nutritional, and microbial factors as diet response predictors for 

Methods : 

subscales (bloating, constipation, diarrhea, and pain) of the GI symptom rating scale treated as continuous variables in 

(including its main effect and all interactions) was added to test if baseline variables differentially predict response to the 

Results : 

Adding the diet variable to the model without covariates indicated absence of differences in response between the diets 

Conclusions : Patterns of psychological, nutritional, and microbial factors predict treatment response to the low 

 

- B16 -

Introduction : 

with functional heartburn (FH) display higher levels of anxiety and depression compared to the other phenotypes in the 



Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : This study shows that somatization, anxiety, depression and fear of pain was not higher in FH and RHS 

 



CASE REPORTS

- C01 -

aspirin, loop diuretic, statin, levothyroxin, angiotensin-converting-enzyme inhibitor (ACE-inhibitor), benzodiazepine 

 

- C02 -

Background

Case Reports



Conclusion

 

- C03 -

Gastro-intestinal stromal tumors (GISTs) are rare mesenchymal tumors of the digestive tract with a reported incidence 

incidentally during endoscopy or laparoscopy for other indications, but they can also present with vague abdominal 

are excluded and following negative bidirectional endoscopy, the possibility of a small bowel GIST must certainly be 

 

An 80-year-old man presented in May 2019 to the outpatient clinic for further investigation of longstanding dysphagia 

of contrast in the middle third of the oesophagus associated with tertiary contractions during radiologic evaluation, but 



In the absence of strictures, and because of the advanced age and associated comorbidities, a conservative treatment 

 

- C05 -

same year the diagnosis of an intraductal breast carcinoma (stadium ypT2N1a) was made as well, for which she received 

liver were removed, in the second one a muscle metastasis in the abdominal wall was resected - both histologically 

was no clear cause for the granulomas (no sarcoidosis, no infection, no Mycobacterium), we suspect there is a link with 

 

- C06 -

we decided in multidisciplinary board, to perform an induction treatment by immunotherapy combining Ipilimumab (1 



experimental, allowed in a young woman with child-bearing potential, to avoid chemoradiotherapy and therefore save 

 

ERCP with sphincterotomy to prevent pooling of antral contents in the biliary tract was attempted using an infant side-

abnormal duodenal anatomy with scarring of the highly dysmorphic pylorus and duodenal bulb as well as effacement of 

 

- C08 -

to prolonged septicemia and broad-spectrum antibiotics promoted the selection of the yeast and the spreading through 

 



- C09 -

re-initiated, in combination with methotrexate, under strict anti-allergic prophylaxis and after a negative tuberculosis 

 

- C10 -



and mediastinal lymph nodes, splenomegaly, numerous hypermetabolic peritoneal foci and a diffuse radiotracer uptake 

 - C11 -

Introduction

Case report

Bordier

A 

Discussion

disease, AE can mimic a neoplastic lesion with progressive growth and dissemination from the liver towards several 

Conclusion

illustrates the whole spectrum of biliary complications that potentially characterize the natural course of this rare 



 

- C12 -

Cystic dilation of the common bile duct causes biliary obstruction resulting in proximal dilation of the intrahepatic bile 

 

- C13 -

pleural effusion as a result of viral hepatitis has been discussed in the literature, but mostly secondary to an acute hepatitis 



 

have been proposed to increase successful cannulation of the biliary tract (single balloon ERCP (SB-ERCP), surgically 

the reconstructed intestine and a rather tangential view of the papilla with the forward viewing enteroscope compared 

case of a 89-year-old patient with a history of gastric cancer and partial gastrectomy who presented with symptomatic 

being referred for ERCP, owing to a rise in prevalence of bariatric surgery, surgical interventions of pancreaticobiliary 

a rendezvous procedure combined with a SB-ERCP (using a long guidewire) can be helpful to accomplish biliary tract 

 

- C15 -

Introduction



Case report

Looking at the chemical composition of the e-cigarette the patient was using, she was exposed to propylene glycol, 

Conclusion

 

- C16 -

We present the case of an 83-year-old male with a history of hemochromatosis for 13 years, presented with discomfort 

nivolumab showed a spectacular oncological response with normalization of the AFP, a dramatic reduction of the largest 

lesion in the left liver love and all other lesions, disappearance of the hilar adenopathies and a marked decrease of the 

patient shows that nivolumab may present a potential treatment option for a subpopulation of patients, despite the recent 

 



Computed tomography of the abdomen revealed dilation of the extrahepatic and intrahepatic biliary tree as well as the 

was placed in the ventral pancreatic duct, one in the common bile duct, and one stent was placed into the diverticulum to 

extrinsic compression of the common bile duct, a cholecystectomy was deferred to the outpatient setting in our case given 

 

- C18 -

A 68-year old patient was admitted to the hospital because of shortness of breath and a dry cough, starting right after 

showed minimal decrease in systolic function, inferior akinesia and slightly elevated pulmonal pressure (36 mmHg 

pneumoniae), Mantoux test, autoimmune serology and bronchoscopy with bronchoalveolar lavage (with PCR for 

treatment with mTOR (mammalian target of rapamycin) inhibitors were published in solid organ transplant patients 

in every patient treated with a mTOR inhibitor (sirolimus as well as everolimus) presenting with new onset of pulmonary 

 



- C19 -

Introduction

Methods

Results

Conclusion

 

- C20 -

cases however, ribavirin can be associated to the therapy, although there is little experience regarding the dosing, duration 



 



BELGIAN SOCIETY FOR GASTROINTESTINAL ENDOSCOPY (BSGIE)

- G01 -

ziekenhuis, Nieuwegein, Netherlands (the), Gastroenterology, 

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : Patients with known BE dysplasia following endoscopic resection of all visible lesions scheduled for ablation 

Results : 

Conclusions : In an enriched population with known dysplasia, WATS and RFB detected similar number of cases with 

 

- G02 -



Introduction : Last year, we developed and presented a deep learning framework for automated polyp detection and 

colonoscopy, but it is unknown how many of these misses are due to failure of polyp recognition and how many due to 

Aim : The aim of this study is to prospectively validate our system in a multi-center clinical setting in order to obtain an 

estimate for power calculation for future non-inferiority or superiority trial design, to assess preliminary performance in 

Methods : 

These are nuisances caused by the system but would never cause the endoscopist to take action and are not communicated 

Results : 

Conclusions : The interim analysis shows promising results for the clinical validation of a newly developed AI system 

 

- G03 -

Introduction : 

can help predict the risk of submucosal invasion (SMI) and identify lesions not suitable for piecemeal endoscopic 

Aim : 

Methods : A prospective observational study of consecutive lesions referred for EMR at a single tertiary referral centre 

Results : 



observer agreement as to the presence of a demarcated area between the two blinded observers, independent of whether 

Conclusions : The absence of a demarcated area (where a regular neoplastic pit- pattern becomes disordered) within LSL 

white light and virtual chromoendoscopy without the need for dye-based chromoendoscopy and has a high rate of 

 

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : We used a prototype endoscopic system enabling activation of a short wave-length monochromatic light 

(maximal localized density estimation after morphological hessian based vessel recognition) to assess an ideal cut off 

Results : 

Conclusions : Mucosal capillary pattern recognition based on image analysis with short wave-length monochromatic 

 

- G05 -

Introduction : 



Aim : 

Methods : 

linked this endoscopy database with the histopathology database using the systematized nomenclature of medicine 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

combination with an automated linkage with the histopathology database facilitates continuous monitoring of endoscopy 

 

- G06 -

Introduction : Thermal ablation of the defect margin (TAM) after endoscopic mucosal resection (EMR) in the treatment 

Aim : We sought to evaluate the effectiveness of TAM on the rate of RRA post EMR in an international, multi-center 

Methods : 

via the snare-tip (STSC) to create a minimum 2-3mm rim of completely ablated tissue around the entire circumference 

Results : 



Conclusions : In clinical practice routine thermal ablation of the defect margin after EMR is highly effective in reducing 

 

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- G08 -

 

Introduction : 

Aim : To analyze indications and outcomes of electrocautery-enhanced LAMS placement over the last two years in a 

Methods : 



Results : 

needed an additional LAMS (multigate approach), one patient needed additional double pigtail drainage (due to LAMS 

Conclusions : LAMS are an important new tool in interventional endoscopy that may dramatically improve outcomes 

 

- G09 -

Introduction : 

European Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ESGE) for the resection of large lesions due to the risk of harbouring 

Aim : 

Methods : Clinical and technical data from Erasme Hospital (Brussels) was systematically and prospectively collected 

Results : 

for complementary surgery already underwent a surgical treatment and the histopathological examination showed no 



Conclusions : 

 

- G10 -

Introduction : The incidence of cardia carcinoma is increasing in western societies over the past few years and associated 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- G11 -

Introduction : Buried bumper syndrome (BBS) is a rare complication of percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy (PEG) 

tension between the internal and external bumpers, causing ischemic necrosis of the gastric wall, is the main etiological 

Aim : To investigate the Flamingo device for the treatment of BBS 

Methods : We conducted a retrospective, international multicentre, cohort study of patients with BBS treated with the 

duration of the procedure and the success rate of replacement of a new PEG during the same procedure 

Results : 

a new PEG was successfully placed during the same procedure of removal of the buried bumper, through the same site 



Conclusions : 

- G12 -

Introduction : 

found, the in-vivo estimated size of these polyps and their histology are all considered when determining surveillance 

Aim : In this study, we aim to enable more accurate in-vivo polyp size measurements during endoscopy and ultimately 

Methods : To enable accurate size estimation, we make use of a biopsy forceps as reference tool which is brought in the 

For polyp delineation (1), we collected complete pull-through colonoscopy videos from 206 patients with a total of 825 

on manual delineation of the polyp and the two landmarks on the forceps and was itself validated in a colon phantom 

Results : 

Conclusions : In this research, we show that the automated delineation of the polyp and detection of the forceps helps in 

- G13 -

Introduction : The number of patients with surgically altered anatomy has increased steadily since the emergence of 

Aim : 

Methods : 



Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

work, no age or medication restrictions were used, nor were patients excluded with a history of malignancy, GI bleeding 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

study, which could be attributed to a higher mean patient age and an increased percentage of patients treated with PPIs 

 

- G15 -

Introduction : The recent guideline of the European Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ESGE) on performance 

Society of Gastroenterology published a position statement with a framework on patient experience in gastrointestinal 



experience today contain clinician derived information on aspects of procedures rather than information directly from 

Aim : The aim of this study was to highlight the main elements affecting patient satisfaction and experience during upper 

Methods : 

was administered by one interviewer to outpatients who underwent an upper endoscopy in an urban Belgian hospital in 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

validated for use in an endoscopy setting, these results raise awareness about the elements that matters for your patient 

 

- G16 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : We performed a single-center systematic prospectively collected registry, including all the patients with 

with histology no more advanced than pT1a m2 SCC, with no lymphovascular invasion and no poor differentiation, as 

Results : 

6 months follow-up available in both cases showed no endoscopic or pathologic signs of SCC suggesting a coagulation 



Conclusions : 

 

Introduction : Self-expanding metal stents (SEMSs) are recommended in unresectable distal malignant biliary 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : This new 12-French PSs could be an effective and cheaper alternative to SEMS in distal biliary malignant 

 

- G18 -

Introduction : Self-expandable metallic stents (SEMS) are currently routinely used for the endoscopic treatment of 

Aim : The aim of this study was to compare the occurrence of these obstructive complications between different types 

Methods : This is a retrospective study of patients who underwent ERCP with SEMS for distal biliary stricture (benign 

pancreatitis post ERCP, the permeability of the stent, their level of dysfunction (migration and occlusion) and the need 

Results : 

(median duration of permeability, reintervention rate, survival time) there was no difference between the different types 

of SEMS 

Conclusions : 



 

- G19 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

measuring devices, we propose using ex-vivo measurements in pedunculated polyps to establish post-polypectomy 

 

- G20 -

Introduction : 

observational studies, respectively, to increase this proportion, so there is controversy as to the optimal cut-off and little 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 



Conclusions : 

 

- G21 -

Introduction : 

Aim : Since sedation by propofol is known to alter small bowel motility, our aim was to assess if same day sedation by 

Methods : This is a retrospective monocentric study including all consecutive patients who underwent a small bowel 

capsule endoscopy (MiroCam®, IntroMedic, Seoul, Korea) between August 2012 and March 2018 at Mont-Godinne 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- G22 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

treatment of leak and perforation occurring after LSG (Endo-Flex Esophagus metal stent -Eso-Cremer 20 cm length and 



Methods : 

Results : 

rescue endoscopic pig-tails drainage (2 directly after removal stent and 1 late recurrence associate to complementary 

Conclusions : 

 

- G23 -

Introduction : Barrett esophagus (BE) is a premalignant condition of esophageal adenocarcinoma, with an increasing 

Aim : 

Methods : We reviewed prospectively recorded data of patients from a single tertiary care hospital, Erasme university 

dysplasia and IM complete eradications (CE) were calculated, as well as the rate of dysplasia and IM recurrence and the 

Results : 



Conclusions : 

 



GENERAL GASTROENTEROLOGY

- GE01 -

Introduction : 

amoxicillin resistance rates remained low, there was a temporal increase in clarithromycin resistance rates, increasing 

Aim : 

Methods : 

secondary outcome measures were adherence to current treatment guidelines in terms of choice of treatment regimen 

and treatment duration, the impact of variables including gender and nationality on success rate of treatment and the 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- GE02 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 



Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- GE03 -

Introduction : Inulin-type fructans (ITF) can modulate the gut microbiota in favor of bacteria and metabolites prone to 

Aim : This study aims to assess the impact of native inulin and of nutritional intervention with vegetables rich in ITF on 

Methods : A randomized, simple-blinded, multicentric, placebo-controlled trial was conducted in 106 obese patients 

Results : Inulin supplementation improved weight loss, decreased diastolic blood pressure,level of aspartate 

Conclusions : 

 



BELGIAN INFLAMMATORY BOWEL DISEASE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT GROUP (BIRD)

- I01 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- I02 -

Introduction : The perturbation of composition, function, and structure of the gut microbiota known as dysbiosis is a 

Aim : To better understand this interaction, we characterized the degree of dysbiosis and dysregulation of the immune 

Methods : 



Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- I03 -

Introduction : Patient-derived intestinal organoids provide a powerful tool to unravel mechanisms underlying 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 



Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

p values obtained from differential expression analysis; (2) importance scores from machine-learning feature-selection 

Results : 

Conclusions : Machine learning approaches validated top differentially expressed serological proteins with diagnostic 

 

- I05 -

Introduction : 

absence of predictive biomarkers generated from pivotal trials, real world data are needed to stratify patients based on 

Aim : 

Methods : 



Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- I06 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 



SLC12A2 in advanced colorectal lesions in the CAC mice model also suggests a role of this protein in the pathophysiology 

 

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

four enterotypes (Bact1-, Bact2-, Rum- or Prev-enterotype), although Bact2 was 6-10-fold more prevalent in patients 

predictors for response (FCal used as proxy for disease activity), while microbiota-associated variables (enterotype, 

Conclusions : 

 

- I08 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 



Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- I09 -

Introduction : 

Aim : We aimed to compare the occurrence of serious infections and malignancies in regard to the number and classes 

Methods : 

Results : 

The risk of serious infections increased when a patient was exposed to three or more different biologicals or two or more 

to which the patient was exposed, with a higher risk of developing a malignancy with exposure to an increasing number 

Conclusions : In this large single centre cohort study spanning 20 years, the overall risk of serious infections and 

 

- I10 -



Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : Neoplastic lesions outside diseased area were more likely to be visible, polypoid, < 1cm, in the right colon 

 

- I11 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

outcome evaluated the inter-individual variability of IFX PK during induction and correlation with remission at week 

Results : 



Conclusions : This multicentre prospective study demonstrates that intermediate levels as early as day 3 predict remission 

 

- I12 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- I13 -



Introduction : Multiple studies have reported the association between vedolizumab serum concentrations and endoscopic 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

to responders, the relative distribution of vedolizumab in serum and tissue might be more important than the drug 

 

Introduction : Few data is available regarding the combination of biological therapies (anti-TNF, anti-integrin, anti-

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 



Conclusions : 

 

- I15 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 



Conclusions : Tofacitinib very effectively induced short-term clinical and endoscopic response and remission even in a 

 

- I16 -

Introduction : 

Aim : We aimed to characterize of the relative contribution of innate and adaptive immune cells in the mucosa and deeper 

Methods : 

tissue and single cell suspensions were made from mucosal and deeper intestinal layers for immune cell characterisation 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

-  -

Introduction : 

Aim : 



Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- I18 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 



 - I19 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- I20 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 



Results : 

undetectable in all the measured samples in maintenance 

Conclusions : 

 

- I21 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 



Conclusions : 

- I22 -

Introduction : The current recommendations remain vague as to whether biologics are safe or deleterious when surgery 

Aim : The aims of this study were to evaluate the impact of perioperative treatments on the rate of surgical complications 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- I23 -



Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

remission denominators at each time point do not include patients enrolled after the time point, whose follow-up had yet 

Conclusions : 

 

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- I25 -



Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : This study was a close collaboration between the psychology and gastroenterology department of our tertiary 

A principal component analysis (PCA) was then used to reduce the number of items and investigate the underlying factor 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- I26 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 



Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

compared with available 

Results : 

Conclusions : 
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Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 



Conclusions : 
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Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 
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Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 



Conclusions : 
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Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 



BELGIAN SOCIETY FOR PAEDIATRIC GASTROENTEROLOGY, HEPATOLOGY AND NUTRITION 

(BESPGHAN)

- K01 -

Objective

Methods

through levels and antibodies, white cell count (WBC), haemoglobin (Hb) and C-reactive protein (CRP) were measured 

Results

Switching to another treatment or cessation of treatment was discussed with patients and parents, and all 3 decided to stop 

Conclusions

 

- K02 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 



normalization of baseline biomarkers (time between IFX initiation and moment of persistent CRP and ESR normalisation) 

Conclusions : 

 

- K03 -

Introduction : 

Aim : The goal of this study was to obtain more insight into patient demographics of children and adolescents diagnosed 

Methods : 

Results : Between 2016 and 2019, 508 gastric biopsies from paediatric patients (ages 1 to 16 years old) were taken in order 

culture-positive children and adolescents were treated with a clarithromycin-containing regimen, in accordance with 

Conclusions : 

determination of antimicrobial susceptibility allowed clinicians to start a tailor-made treatment regimen which led to 

 

with endoscopic balloon dilatation of the lower esophageal sphincter was unsuccessful and was followed by a peroral 



 

- K05 -

Transfusion dependent anemia and severe failure to thrive remained with unchanged lesions on an ileocolonoscopy 

 



BELGIAN WORKING GROUP ON PROCTOLOGY

- M01 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- M02 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 



whether HSIL will regress or progress, it may be possible in the future to create a screening program wherein patients 

with an increased risk of progression can be monitored closely, while patients with a high probability of regression can 

 



BELGIAN GROUP FOR DIGESTIVE ONCOLOGY (BGDO)

- O01 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- O02 -

 

Introduction : 

Aim : 



Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : These preliminary results indicate that the integration of SIB-SBRT following multi-agent induction 

 

- O03 -

Introduction : 

NGS panel has been used in routine clinical practice in our Cancer Network, with a central laboratory being accredited 

Aim : Five years after the implementation of this NGS panel in our Cancer Network, we have analysed feasibility and 

Methods : All consecutive gastrointestinal cancer patients for whom tumour genomic testing by a multi-gene NGS panel 

Results : 



searched through the Clinical Trials Transformation Initiative trials registry for available clinical trials for which patients 

Conclusions : 

genetic alterations, the increased availability of novel therapeutics and genomically-matched clinical trials, and the 

 

Introduction : Estimating prognosis of non-functional pancreatic neuroendocrine tumour (PNET) patients remains 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- O05 -



Introduction : 

Aim : We present data from a phase 2, open label, single arm study of pemigatinib in patients with previously treated 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : These data support pemigatinib as a potential treatment option for previously treated patients with 

 

- O06 -

  

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

radiological (tumor location, size, vascular involvement, cTNM, metabolic activity) and pathological (R status, N 



Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

Introduction : 

cancers, the incidence and molecular characteristics of NTRK gene fusions in patients with bilio-pancreatic cancers have 

Aim : Aim is to evaluate and to characterize retrospectively the incidence and molecular characteristics of NTRK gene 

Methods : 

biliary tract tumors including intra-hepatic cholangiocarcinoma (IH), extra-hepatic cholangiocarcinoma (EH), perihilar 

Results : 162 archival tumors samples (88 surgical resections, 56 biopsies and 18 cytology) have been selected, including 

Conclusions : NTRK gene fusions are rare in biliary cancers but testing is of high interest due to the emergence of 

 



- O08 -

Introduction : Neurotrophic tyrosine kinase receptor (NTRK) is a family of 3 proto-oncogenes including NTRK1, 

Aim : Because of the limited experience with tyrosine kinase receptor (TRK) gene fusion, a Belgian ring trial for TRK 

Methods : 

of a comparative study evaluating the IHC interpretations from the in-house pathologists of the different laboratories and 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- O09 -

Introduction : 

Aim : The aim of this study is to evaluate the prognostic effect of PTL in the non-selected Belgian population and to 

Methods : In Belgium, data on patient and tumour characteristics of all new diagnosed cancers is collected in the 

effect of biomarkers on survival in a random sample of about 2,000 patients diagnosed with de novo metastatic CRC 



Results : 

Conclusions : 

can conclude that in mCRC left-sided tumours are associated with a better survival than right-sided tumours, regardless 

Further research should focus on identifying the underlying complex molecular mechanisms that cause this difference in 

 

- O10 -

Introduction : 

Aim : This study aimed to develop and validate a model integrating whole-body metabolically active tumor volume (WB-

Methods : The development cohort included chemorefractory mCRC patients enrolled in two prospective Belgian 

Results : 



Conclusions : 

 

- O11 -

Introduction : 

Aim : The purpose of this study is to assess the effect of sarcopenia in patients with metastatic or locally advanced 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 
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Introduction : Metastatic WHO grade 3 extra-pulmonary neuroendocrine carcinomas (EP-NEC) have a poor prognosis 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 



Conclusions : 

 

- O13 -

Introduction : Implementation of 68Ga-labeled somatostatin analogue (SSA) PET, the current standard for somatostatin 

Recently, the 18F-labeled SSA, Al18F-NOTA-octreotide (Al18F-OC), has been introduced as a potential promising 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Tumour-to-background ratios (TBR) for liver, bone and lymph node lesions were calculated, using normal liver, bone 

Results : 

Conclusions : Al18F-OC shows favourable characteristics, in terms of dosimetry, biodistribution and lesion targeting 

 



Introduction : Rectal neuroendocrine neoplasms (rNEN) are considered rare and are subdivided in well differentiated 

Aim : 

Methods : In Belgium, data on patient and tumor characteristics of all new diagnosed cancers is collected in a national 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- O15 -

Introduction : 

Aim : We aimed to have correct and complete epidemiological data on the incidence and type of aNEN in Belgium, 



Methods : In Belgium, data on patient and tumor characteristics of all new diagnosed cancers is collected in a national 

a one-year window of the incidence date), the clinicopathological data were linked with the administrative healthcare 

Results : 

should have been discussed in at least 31 patients because of at least 1 risk factor; 21 did receive a right hemicolectomy 

Conclusions : 

 

- O16 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 



Introduction : Inoperable malignant intestinal obstruction (IMIO) is a severe complication in patients with gastrointestinal 

Aim : 

Autogel (LAN) formulation is a slow-release somatostatin analogue capable of maintaining therapeutic levels up to 28 

days making it more convenient for clinical use, especially in long-lasting diseases 

Methods : This was a single arm, multicentre study during which patients with IMIO received one deep subcutaneous 

without NGT at baseline) or no vomiting recurrence (after NGT removal), during at least 3 consecutive days at any time 

Results : A total of 52 patients (mostly with advanced gastrointestinal or ovarian malignancies) were included at 15 

Conclusions : 

 

- O18 -

Introduction : Patients with localised hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), preserved liver function, and good performance 

status commonly receive locoregional treatment with transarterial hemoembolization (TACE) but have high rates of 



Aim : Here we report outcomes by prior TACE treatment (yes vs no) as well as by reason for discontinuation of prior 

sorafenib (intolerance or progressive disease) in the pooled population of patients from REACH-2 and REACH (AFP 

Methods : Patients with advanced HCC, Child-Pugh A, Barcelona clinic liver cancer (BCLC) stage C or B disease 

(yes vs no) and reason for sorafenib discontinuation (intolerance or progressive disease) by Cox proportional hazard 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 



BELGIAN PANCREATIC CLUB (BPC)

- P01 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

22G dedicated needle (EchoTip

computed tomography (CT), the number of visible markers and their location (in regards to the tumor and to each other) 

inside or < 1 cm from the tumor, number of markers located in the extremity of the tumor, their location in different 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- P02 -

 



Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- P03 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

one gastric wall hematoma and two acute pancreatitis one of these complicated with a pancreatic pseudocyst managing 

Conclusions : 

 

placement of a stent, either a metal stent (lumen apposing metal stent (LAMS) or a self-expanding metal stent (SEMS)), 



patients were treated with the EndoRotor in Rotterdam with complete removal of the necrotic tissue (1) and during the 

 

- P05 -

Background

Case-report

laparoscopic total gastrectomy because of diffuse high-grade carcinoma and adenocarcinoma in situ, was admitted 

Conclusion

 

- P06 -

Case Report : A 65-year-old man presented to the hospital for worsening abdominal pain and postprandial nausea and 



tomography of the abdomen with intravenous contrast revealed cystic lesions within the uncinate process of the pancreas 

To further exclude malignancy, an endoscopic ultrasound with pancreatic biopsy was considered however due to the 

management (enteral feeding, analgesics, and proton-pump inhibitor) allowing for improvement of pancreaticoduodenal 

Clinical features include an often chronic and relapsing course of symptoms characterized by abdominal pain, nausea and 

pancreatitis including risk factors and clinical presentation it is imperative that pancreatic adenocarcinoma is excluded 

can assist with differentiating to two entities, however it should be noted that the possibility of a sampling error may 

therapy; however, in patients with severe clinical symptoms or when malignancy cannot be excluded surgery is often 

 

Case Report : A 38-year-old woman with a history of metastatic malignant melanoma treated with nivolumab presented 

metastasis demonstrated a bulky pancreatic body and tail with hypoechoic rind (Figure 1B) but otherwise unremarkable 

mildly decreased but persistent pancreatic enhancement diffusely in the pancreatic body, head and neck with mild 



patient, previous reports have suggested that the radiographic appearance of nivolumab-induced pancreatitis resembles 

our case, we initially stopped the offending drug and, due to continued clinical and biochemical derangements, treated 

We conclude that nivolumab-induced pancreatitis has radiologic similarities with AIP and in our patient was steroid-

 

- P08 -

Introduction

Case report

echo-endoscope, a lumen apposing metal stent (LAMS) of 20mm diameter with electrocautery delivery system was 

Discussion

 



BELGIAN WORKING GROUP ON DIGESTIVE PATHOLOGY

- R01 -

Background

Aim : The aim of this study was to document the discrepancy between expert and community pathologists in grading BE 

Methods : 

we retrospectively documented the discrepancy between expert and communautary pathologists in grading dysplasia in 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

 

- R02 -

Introduction : 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : We present a case of a 29yr old pregnant female, who in the 25th week of gestation, was admitted to the hospital 

Conclusions : 



 

- R03 -

Case Report : A 65-year-old woman presented to the emergency department with a painful, subcutaneous swelling in 

is a rarely occurring condition, however important to be considered in the differential diagnosis, as it can lead to a 

 

Introduction : Acute appendicitis is one of the most common acute conditions of the abdomen, most commonly treated 

Aim : 

Methods : 

Results : 

immunohistochemistry was performed to the determine the origin of these morphologically different glandular structures 

Conclusions : For pathologists it is a diagnostic challenge to determine the risk of peritoneal dissemination of low-grade 



 

- R05 -

Introduction : 

the gastric carcinogenesis and the Correa cascade, patients with chronic atrophic gastritis and intestinal metaplasia are at 

and Operative Link for Gastritis Intestinal Metaplasia Assessment (OLGIM) allow the selection of patients at risk for 

Aim : 

Methods : In this study, 680 patients in an urban Belgian hospital in Brussels (group 1) and 250 patients in an urban 

Results : 

Conclusions : This cross-sectional study shows interesting data on the African situation since there is a paucity of data 

for this area, related to limited access to endoscopy and health care in general and lack of national cancer registration in 

 

- R06 -



Case Report : 

hilar and mediastinal adenopathy, bilateral pleural effusion, ground-glass opacity in the right anterior lung basal segment, 

number of plasma cells, lymphocytes and neutrophils in the lamina propria and in the lining epithelium resulting in 

hunger pains, cramping, intermittent diarrhea and constipation, as well as moderate anaemia, weight loss and leukocytosis 

 

 

Case Report : A 81-year-old man with chronic renal failure treated with hemodialysis since 6 years presented with right 

bicarbonate, calcium and magnesium acetate, sevelamer carbonate, acetylsalicylic acid, acenocoumarol and calcium 

 

- R08 -



Introduction : 

Aim : The aim of the present study is to have epidemiological data of aNEN in Belgium and to investigate the evolution 

Methods : 

Results : 

Conclusions : 

out that previous reports based on retrospective datasets should be interpreted with caution and original pathological 

these cases at least 1 of the known risk factors were missing 

 

- R09 -

Introduction : Rectal neuroendocrine neoplasms (rNEN) and MiNEN (mixed adenocarcinoma and neuroendocrine 

tumor characteristics of all new diagnosed cancers is collected in a national and population-based registry, the Belgian 

Aim : The aim of the present study is to have epidemiological data of rNEN in Belgium and to investigate the evolution 

Methods : 

differentiation, lymphovascular or perineural invasion, invasion of the muscularis propria and margin status, because 



Results : 

Conclusions : 


